[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image2.jpg]®
NAVO Tour195: Nature Adventure Voyage Off-road
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Foreign Tourists Notes-Self-driving Tour in China 

(NAVO - Version 2010)
The government permits constraint the self-driving tour in China:
Foreign tourists must first find an In-country agency. And the In-country agency must be qualified for applying for relevant government permits and dealing with the relevant vehicles and personnel procedures; (such as NAVO)

Foreign tourists must be accompanied with Chinese tour guides during the whole China self-driving section;


Foreign tourists must follow the designated tour itinerary and area to do the self-driving tour;


Foreign tourists must follow the government permit’s specified entry and exit points of China;


Foreign tourists’ vehicle must enter and exit China within the government permit valid time;

 

 

Border time and process

1. According to our itinerary to confirm a mutually agreed time, NAVO tour guide will be waiting for your arrival at the point border.

Because there are many restrictions of the government permits of the self-driving tour group, please be sure to time your entry and exit, in order to ensure the success of your trip. If you personally led to the postponement of the original entry and exit time, NAVO will try to assist you within the validity period of the government permit, however, if the resulting increases in costs or other losses will be your own responsibility. 

2. NAVO has applied the relevant central government permits in advance, but there are some procedures require us to deal with when you and your vehicles arrive in China. You and your vehicle need to accept a series of checks about Customs, Border control and Transport department. NAVO Tour will prepare all the legal procedures to help you accepting the check and handle the related formalities.

3. We hope you can arrive at the Chinese border in the suitable time to avoid the unnecessary waiting. Because some foreign countries’ frontier ports have a long distance to China’s frontier ports, and there will be non-working hours in China border Custom. On this point, you can tell NAVO staff to further communication to make your journey more smoothly.
4. In some larger land ports entry, you need to queue up to wait for multi-level approval of the Customs and Excise, thereby increasing the processing time, even though NAVO have all the information ready in advance. The examination and handling of customs procedures could only be done after vehicles arrive at the border; these procedures are in accordance with Chinese laws and regulations. NAVO appreciate your patience and understanding when we have to wait at the border, we will deal with formalities in the fastest way.

5. Time difference: In China, we use a unified Beijing time (GMT+8), and there may have time difference between the former country and China. For example: China Beijing time is 2 hours earlier than Kyrgyzstan; 1-2 hours earlier than Kazakhstan; 2 hours earlier than Nepal; 1 hour later than Vietnam and Laos. Normally the working hour of China border is 9:00am-12:00 pm, 03:00pm-05:30 (different Chinese ports may have small differences).

6. When you select the entry point from the harbor, we recommend that your vehicle arrival time should be at least 5-7 working days earlier than your arrival time. Because NAVO need 1-3 working days related to vehicle handling procedures in Custom. Our guide will meet you after managing all vehicle entry procedures, and then go together to get the vehicle from the port.

7. When after finishing all entry formalities, our tour guides will guide you to the Transportation Vehicle Administration department to check the vehicles, the temporary vehicle plate, vehicle license, and vehicle insurance. After undergoing a short medical examination and the study of the Chinese rules of the road you can get a temporary driver's license. Then you can completely legal to drive your vehicle in China.

8. In your entire driving trip, be sure to drive in accordance with applied itinerary in the government permits; guests shall not be allowed to modify their routes. In China's relevant laws and regulations, during the foreign vehicles driving in China, the guests must be accompanied by the Chinese tour guides in the vehicle.

The General Idea of Roads, National Geographic and Climate
1.China is a vast country with 9.6 million square kilometers of territory. From south to north, 
from east to west, you will feel completely different cultures, customs, and scenery, and so on. China has 56 minorities, when going through the ethnic minority areas you will respect the local customs and beliefs.
2. China is now under the road construction and development well. If your trip is in central and eastern China, you can drive in major highways between major cities connected; if you want to experience different driving experience, you can also choose to National Highway and Provincial Highway. However, if your trip is in China's west, southwest mountainous, or highland areas (such as: the south of Xinjiang, Tibet, western Sichuan) there are more of the national highway and provincial-based, and mostly mountain road. If the way road is under construction, resulting in speed limits, traffic jams, traffic control, pavement, etc., please be patient in driving to ensure safety.

3: The most suitable duration for traveling around China is May to November. It would be cold when pass in October, and it might begin to snow until the second year in March, especially in China's northeastern provinces, the northern most part of Xinjiang, Inner Mongolia and Northwest. From November to the second year of the end of April are cold in the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau in western regions, but because of the higher altitude, strong sunlight during the day, big temperature difference between day and night. If you choose to come to China during the period December to April in the western and northern parts, you may need to prepare adequate warm clothing in advance, and also prepare for your vehicle to avoid the cold weather, snow led to poor road conditions which make the vehicle can not move on.
4.If you have heart disease or high blood pressure, and also plan to visit China's highland areas, such as Tibet, western Sichuan, Qinghai and part of the high altitude areas, we recommend that you consult your doctor in advance carefully to decide whether to go to the region, or in consultation with the NAVO modify your travel route.
Diet
In general, compared to European and American countries, China's food and fruit is very cheap. For about 50-80 Yuan per day / per person (excluding drinks), your daily dishes are very rich. In the store, beer is around 3-10 Yuan / bottle, red wine is around 30-100 Yuan / bottle; of course, all kinds of drinks in the hotel which will be a little bit expensive.
China is a big country with the world-famous cuisine; each region has its own unique local flavor snacks. We sincerely hope that you can take advantage of your trip to China, taste over China's food, taste the homemade beer, red wine, white wine.

Accommodation 
China Accommodation has different classes, from less than 100 Yuan / per room to more than 1,000 Yuan/ per room. Generally speaking, the only four-star and above hotels have good Western-style breakfast, priced roughly 400-1200 Yuan / per room. If you have no special request for breakfast, you can search for 200-300 Yuan / per room and this kind of hotel can also guarantee a clean and safe condition. You can specify in advance the needs of hotel grade and NAVO can book it for you; you can also find your favorite hotel with the assistance of NAVO’s guide. Of course, the price will be cheaper which room can be booked in advance. In principle, if the team has large number of guests in the tourism high season to visit China, please pay the hotel fee in advance and NAVO will book the room according to your request to ensure your accommodation along the way. Parking in the hotel, some hotels are for free, some charge for 10-20 Yuan / per night.
China Tour Guide
1, We will arrange for foreign language speaking tour guides follow your request, if there are certain special requirements, please put forward specific requirements when consult with theNAVO itinerary and terms of service.
2, Guide Service
To assist with vehicles and personnel procedures when vehicle entry and exit;
The translation of meals, lodging, roads guidelines, refueling, maintenance, and medical care, attractions profile explanation etc;
To deal with a variety of procedures when need on the road, coordination along the relevant departments of the routine check;
3, In China, self-drive tour is a very special way to travel. Because China has vast territory, the majority of self-driving circuit is NAVO tailored made according to the guests’ request. Although as China's most professional organization of self-driving tour, we can not guarantee that every one of our guides know well of all country roads, all the attractions; Thanks for your understanding on this point. However, we believe that NAVO guides will accompany you to complete a perfect self-driving tour in China.
Insurance
Personal insurance: As a formal legal China Travel Service, according to the clause of the National Tourism Administration, NAVO will purchase travel accident insurance for our guests in China. However, this insurance for illness and emergency situations is limited. In these circumstances, we hope guests to buy China-related travel, international travel for emergency relief, or major diseases insurance in their own country if needs.
(Travel Accident Insurance: travel agents will buy accident insurance for inbound foreign tourist or Chinese outbound tourist. The highest compensation of the insurance for each traveler is 300,000 Yuan.)
Vehicle insurance: In accordance with the requirements of the national road traffic regulations, NAVO will purchase road traffic accident liability compulsory insurance for each vehicle. But this is only the basic  insurance of vehicles in China, the compensation of grave traffic accidents is limited, so we hope that customers to purchase a more suitable vehicle insurance for their own vehicles and passengers, as well as for a third party in their own country. 
The Traffic Accident Liability Compulsory Insurance explanation: it is the liability compulsory insurance which means the related insurance company will pay the compensation within liability limit for victims (not including the people in car and the insured person), like as personal injury and property losses caused by insured vehicle in road accidents.
According to this insurance, the compensation with vehicle responsibility in road accident is: death and disability compensation limit in 110, 000 Yuan; medical expenses Compensation limit in 10,000 Yuan; property losses limit in 2,000 Yuan. And the compensation with vehicle non-responsibility in road accident is: death and disability compensation limit in 11,000 Yuan, medical expenses Compensation limit in 1,000 Yuan, property losses limit in 100 Yuan.

For the rest part of compensation uncovered by insurance company, the guests should take on it on their own. 

Maintenance 

1: In China, there are many vehicle maintenance shops (4S) and also very easy to be found.
     They can handle the common problems. NAVO guides will help you to communicate with the repair shop. 
2: In China, especially in medium and large cities, the internationally renowned automobile
companies have set up their own maintenance point. 
3: Some of the foreign vehicle models are different from the Chinese models, in that case, 
some special parts for replacement must be mailed to China from abroad in order to replace. We hope our customers can get some information from the vehicle company about the replacement information of the spare parts in China as well as the maintenance shops in 
China in advance. Please also prepare some spare parts according to the actual trip in 
advance. 
4: Please timely contact with the NAVO related work staff when need help, we will actively 
assist you. 
5: Vehicle maintenance costs: you should pay the cost by cash in RMB. The shops often do 
not accept the payment by foreign credit card, but you can get cash from ATM.   

Refueling 
1:China's current gas stations relatively complete, and in each county are sure to find gas 
stations. In general the eastern region is basically able to find gas stations every several 
tens of kilometers. However, if you realize self-driving tour in China's western regions such 
as Tibet, Xinjiang and other places, are likely to be encountered in a gas station each 200-300 km. 
2: Currently, petrol and diesel oil reference price of 6.00-7.00RMB / liter or so, there are subtle 
differences in prices across China. 
3: In some remote sections of western China, we recommend that you’d better full fill the tank at any time when encounter gas stations. For special section, it would be better to prepare 
spare fuel tank. 
4: Our guides will help you find gas stations, fuel costs you are paying (please pay the cost by cash in RMB) at the gas station. Stations often do not use (accept) foreign credit card payments; you can get cash from ATM. 
Transportation
1: Some tourists intend to ship the vehicle back after finishing the self-driving tour in China. 
NAVO can help you finding the suitable shipping company, booking position and handling customs clearance. These must be discussed and determined with us in your initial travel itinerary at the time, because all entry and exit border must be specified when the teams apply for the government permits; it can not be changed in half way (during the trip).
2: for some sections of China, customers would like to take boat or train, or take other means of transport continue on to the next stop tour. In this case, you can entrust NAVO to deal with your car transportation or provide the Chinese drivers for driving the vehicle to the next stop, and waiting for you there.
Vehicle transport costs will be separately accounted for your quote. Guides will be on hand to assist you.
3: If the vehicle breakdown or can not move on the road, your vehicle may be forced to use third-party transportation. Because the government permits is with the valid duration and the foreign vehicle have to exit on time before the expired date. In this case, NAVO will consult an appropriate truck or train, to help you exit the vehicle on time. Transportation costs for all vehicles are guests’ own account.
Chinese Visa
1: Please go to the Chinese Embassy in the host country to apply for individual tourist Chinese    visa. NAVO, when necessary, can send an invitation to you for helping you apply for a visa from the Chinese Embassy or Consulate.
Please try to avoid handling group visas to enter China. Because in accordance with the relevant provisions of the country, group visa require all the members in this group must entry or exit at the same time in valid date. For group visas can not be postponed, can not be separated in China!
2: If you are involved in Tibet section of the middle of the trip itinerary, please do not self-apply for Chinese visas in advance. Be sure to contact us in advance, NAVO would give you a detailed proposal of how to apply this kind of visa.


